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bin MM* taken of* into the 
\ o un g night a kxi'. Bet 
hc-:ri before. 

Emmii. the gr-uled 
Operations Mar-ajrr drifted 
up bes^ie h-m. tight-lipped 
Mi tnw. Lane looked «^ 
wave. The varrr. M -.he 
other* - V 

> -v The 



Moor>- 
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there the p« v'.aad w ™ P« 
La-w looked out through 
the aasraskSM toward the ta- 
balk of Tburwiet 
M«!S-»a Sovsewbere up 
there, at that v-ry 
« kCer - . - - ; - " t to birn- 
Mllubt icmd <W Wood- 
stamed loot from bis latest 
haul. Tww ti bad happened. 

: j - -. v - • . - j . op««- 



psyroU . 



Line pullrtf h;» Bt^id back 
ro the. man Uvwt Mm 
"Who does the aex*. pay- 
roll ?J.K fo F" 

E mm ons shook h-jrj*'.- m 
if throw in g off a nightmare 
vision. Tomorrow nigh;. 
L*n« That ca*h hat to get 
Through." 

Lane nodded grimly "^ad 
a fcUcr hat to be stopped. 
I've tot a plan. Em. Will 
rou back ray play*" Hr lean- 
ed down and spoke swiftly, 
softly, outlawing bis scheme. 

C LOWLY the amaaement 
on E rrm oci' face £»«* 
way to cotnarebet ta ion. then 

to ■ H* - > : 

"It's the duties*, scheme I 
ever beard, boy. bat TO bock 
you to the -hut_ Bat we've 
got to work fast." 

Lane dr ove a fiat into tut 
palm. "Ill aee the braaa over 
at the Array Base rifbc 
away. Em. We've got to 
have their beip or we cant 
part it over.* 

la taw thick darkneaa of 
the iollow.r.g r.:r_h:. whCe a 
tra ns port warmed up oo the 



to the bomb'* MM and ra.1 
tbcm across a . - ■- rtg and 
deep aito the woods, to the 
black cube of a detonator 
box stored among fallen 
tree* and thick undettruah. 
It was almost nane-thirty at 
night when be finished hit 
task and lay down behmd 
the barricade of tree trunks 
with the detonator handle 
in hit band. 

Far below, he taw the 
lights of the fwW come on. 
a»iong a white runway 
through the darkness. Then 
faint to has ears came the 
thunder of heavy engines. 
He watched two tiny treu 
fbes of Lgbt etov* est sctwm 
the held below and merge 
with the fight of the runway. 
The socrad of the e ng ines 
lifted and deapened aa the 
big two-engined transport 
fled across the runway and 
hfted mto the night. A grim 
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' J and d new nearer. ' 
and clover to the murderous 
bulk of TlHrnder Mountain 
it c4-r--« A tension got bold 
•i ha nauki 

When the roar of the plane 
»m almost cvrhtjd. Lane 
got to h« knees and slam- 
med the detonator 
home. 

Up above bin the tide o! 
the ffx*— g KtmnJ to split 
apart in a great, rending 
crash o! sound and a b'.u-vd- 
Sa«b of light that btrrt 
ha) eyeball*, cm through 
h» dcaed Uda. Then the 
sound* <ted and the light 
• inked out and afterward 
there waa only a raw red line 
of flames iickrng at the dark- 
ness up the enoimta-.niide. 
The sound of airplane motor* 
had cvs off wrtb the explo- 

fil.rd the ni ght. 

Lane reeled sb the strands 
of wire and coded them be- 
ude the detonator, working 
swiftly bet wrthout undue 
haste. Then be turned and 
chmbed across the cleaning 
and up to Bickering fire. 

A mile away, two men 
crouched in a shallow cave 
in the mo wn t ai fTs t de and 
listened to the t ro w i ng snarl 
of plane engine* m the sky. 
Then came the explosion and 
. ;V i~~i i'tt- 
ward the low line of fiarne 
^n the distance 

On* man looked at the 
other. 1 wasn't sore k 
wjsld work again but it dad. 
Like a charm." 

Too other laughed. "Mow 
could it miss. They have to 
get the peryraft through or 
lose their coo tract. And 
when 1 fix an altimeter. I 
realty fix it. They could 
a s — un a that one all night 
and not find anything wrong. 
But wheat they get dent so 
the w e atim . it goes all bay- 
wits. Waft, let's go collect." 
They stood up, not hurry- 



ing, and began to foOow a 
thsn trail toward the fire 
Each man carried a nfte and 
an empty sack. 

"Net a bad haul. Jack. 
This 11 snake close to half a 
million dollars we've gotten 
out of the wrecks. Bet 1 
don't think w*'d better risk 
trying it again. Thn~J be our 
la*t haul - 

They went on, scrambling 
over the trail. At la it they 
came to the clearing and ran 
across it and came to the 
place where the fire burned. 
They ran out toward 'bat 
fire and suddenly they slip- 
ped, froren. gaputg :n fren- 
Red incredulity at what they 
saw. 

Here was r.o twisted 
wreckage of a giant airliner 
burning against the moun- 
tainside. Here was only a 
shallow hole among the 
rocks and a crude framework 
of branches that burned with 
an unnatural name. 

A hoarse cry came from 
one of the figures. ~Tht* 
- ain't no wrec ke d plane. 
Somebod y just laid out a 
b un dle of branches m the 
shape of a plane and set it 
•fixe. It's a trap-~ 

*~\ TRAP." a cold, dead- 
ry voice agreed from 
behind them and Lane 
Heady walked out into the 
dancsng firelight, as automa- 
tic rock-steady in his hand. 
"A death trap for two cold- 
blooded Wler*. I thought it 
wou.d tnng vou ur- here *r.d 
it eSd." 

"But — but — we hoard the 
plane come over and 
We beard it net and 
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hoard a plane take off 
fly close to the mour 

but you didn't hear * ths 
down M» actors and 
back to the field All 
heard wa» an incem 
bomb go off up there at 
the rocks, set o* by ta* 
ny The army gave ui 



sound of has 



the backs of the two figures 
silhouetted against tko are. 
"Yoa afcasonW you hoard aO 
thai." Lane said sofrJy. "Yea 



wiJdry. tryirg to ^et further 
awev before he shot. Lane 
whirled toward fcim and ho • 
long legs uncoiled la an m- 
ciecbbir leap- He caught that 
figure around the want and 
bore it down. 

Ha hand rw-.t*ed the n£e 
free and threw it aside Then 
his terrible fists were susoV 
ing and smashing until 
there was no longer any 
movement, either to fight 
back or escape. When the 
figure lay onS. Lane stood 
up. breathing cuxhly, and 
From down the 
be could bear 
[ of ■ track is tow 
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wail far tbc track. Tim 
wosld bt no caorc qmSm 
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Memories of Christmas Holiday scenes 

like this live forever 

if you record them in snapshots 
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